
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

¥¥¥ 

IN CHAEQE OF 

LAVINIA L. DOCK, R.N. 

THE WHITE SLAVE TRAFFIC 

We spoke in December of the White Slave Traffic Bill then pending in 
the House of Commons, and the attempts made to weaken its provisions. 
The Act finally became law 1 on December 13, and though the title 
remained altered from " White Slave Traffic Bill " to the " Criminal 
Law Amendment Act," other enfeebling changes were dropped in 
response to the vigorous protests of societies and leagues. The " special 
constable " clause was defeated, and any constable may arrest panderers. 
On the whole, the bill was strengthened, and it is said that on its passage 
many disreputable characters left England. One section, however, pro- 
vides for flogging procurers, and, however revolting their offences may be, 
flogging is simply a return to old forms of brutality which debase still 
further the culprit, and demoralizes the ones who must perform the 
flogging. A far more sane and fundamental prevention would be to 
stop the sweating of women by government (the English government is 
the largest employer of women), and to provide generally for a living 
wage. Most effective of all would be the enfranchisement of women, to 
enable them to protect themselves, but this the British government 
obstinately refuses. That this is not the mere belief of an enthusiast 
is clear from the tone of reports in The Shield for January, 1913. Of 
Australia it says : 

" The prevention of venereal diseases is engaging much attention in 
Australia, especially in Victoria. Some of the proposals may appear 
crude and imperfectly thought out, but it is clear that the question is 
being fairly faced and that light is frankly sought. It is very unlikely 
that there will be any attempt to return to the cowardly and unscientific 
plan of putting all the burden on the woman. Even if such an attempt 
were made it would fail, because all women in Australia have the vote, 
and the leading women are well warned of the danger." 

And again, under the heading: "Mr. Gregory's tour in Australia 
and the Far East," we read: 

•The English journals say that a white slave bill has been defeated or 
suppressed one hundred times or more in the British Parliament. 
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" The women's vote in Australia was of immense importance and 
value. On all women's questions it was possible to get access to the 
government at once in a very remarkable way. He had strongly urged 
the women, as they had done such good work, to go a step further and 
get a great deal more power in the administrative direction, as well as 
in the matter of voting. In Australia, it was found that where there was 
wrong-doing between growing boys and girls, in almost all cases, however 
strong the evidence, where there was a jury of men, the boys got off. 
His opinion was that in such cases there should be a joint jury of 
fathers and mothers." 

The most sickening feature in the horrible destiny of sex slavery 
for thousands of women is the increasing proof of the enslavement of 
little girls. We have already told of the investigations of Sister 
Henriette Arendt, of Germany, on this line, and her rescue of hundreds 
of little girls under twelve. So great is the testimony piling in that the 
last International Conference on the White Slave Traffic has placed on 
its programme for 1913 the subject title: "The Traffic in Children." 
This traffic is world wide. In India it is the subject of inquiry and 
proposed legislation. The Shield says: 

" A few years ago it was calculated that from 2000 to 3000 minor 
girls were in the brothels of Calcutta and the suburbs. At Dacca, the 
agents of the ' Mothers' Home ' found ' lots of young girls from the very 
babies to those who are in their teens in the keeping of professional 
women who obtain them by hook or by crook and train them up for the 
hellish profession.' 

" Things were no better in Western India. Dr. Harold Mann had 
stated in the Times of India of November 3, 1911 : ' Even to-day in 
Poona, and to a much greater extent, I am told, in Bombay, there is a 
regular traffic in such girls; children (girls) are bought when babies 
by women of bad character, are raised purely as a commercial specula- 
tion, and are sold when thirteen or fourteen years old or thereabouts at 
prices ranging from Es. 9 to Ks. 2000, to men who have only to call 
them concubines to escape any possibility of being prosecuted." 

Lord Curzon, while Viceroy of India, wrote in 1905 : 

"Defenceless as are young children everywhere, and exposed to 
danger which they neither realize nor understand, there are many 
features in the life of Indian cities and in the moral and social standards 
of Indian peoples that render the children in that country peculiarly 
helpless and create a strong case for protective measures." 

Yet Lord Curzon is a rabid and powerful opponent of woman 
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suffrage, and beats back the women of England, while legislative reforms 
in India meet with lukewarm support from English rulers. The Shield 
reports, under the heading, " Traffic in Little Girls " : 

" The permission granted to brothel keepers to carry on their trade 
makes it impossible to check the traffic in girls. On several occasions visits 
have been paid to these houses by Mrs. Human and others, with a view to 
rescuing young girls under twelve years of age, but in every case it has 
been denied that the child was there, though seen by a number of friends 
previously. Appeals made to the police are met with the reply : ' What 
can we do? The brothels are permitted.' A Sinhalese girl not over 

twelve was being taken away from No. by an elderly Sinhalese 

educated man who had hired her for prostitution ; an attempt was made 
in the street to get her away and place her in safe hands, but she was 
surrounded by a number of Sinhalese men from the brothel in question, 
where a staff of such men is employed, and was transferred to another 
vehicle, and taken away by the man as arranged. A native constable 
stood looking on during the struggle, and did not interfere in any way. 
"Ample evidence can be adduced of the presence of such young 
girls. Children under twelve years of age have been sent from Re- 
clamation Road to the hospital, suffering from venereal disease." 

In this horror of enslaving mere children our own country has no 
untainted record. 

The first legal essential everywhere, in crushing prostitution, is to 
raise the age of consent. Governments of men everywhere have a bad 
record on this point. Of the English situation The Shield says : 

"Again, a man who has ruined a girl of fourteen or fifteen may 
successfully plead in defence that she looked older, or that he had ' reason 
to believe' that she was over sixteen. Many prosecutions fail on this 
ground; the plea ought to be disallowed; the responsibility of ascertain- 
ing the girl's age ought to rest on the man who is planning her fall ! 

" But it is not enough to fill up loopholes. Most people feel that the 
time has come for raising the age of consent. That is a matter in which 
legislation cannot go far in advance of public opinion. In 1885 it was 
a great matter to get the age raised from twelve to sixteen, but now 
public opinion has advanced, and would support the raising of the age 
to eighteen or even further if properly safeguarded." 

In every country and state where women are enfranchised their first 
action has been to raise the legal age of consent, and they have in a 
number of instances secured this reform in their first legislative 
campaign. 
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Of late the White Slave traffic in England has had some spectacular 
forms of entrapping young women of the protected class. One of these, 
of unpleasant importance to nurses, was the use of women dressed in 
full nursing costume, who would suddenly appear beside some young 
lady in shops or on the street, and quietly say to her that a member of 
her family had been taken ill and she was sent for. Then the taxi- 
cab, and the kidnapping followed. In spite of such outrages, English 
nurses have not yet gained legal status ; instead, the cloven hoof has been 
pursuing them in a new way, as we shall relate next month. 



